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The Confucian Concept of Poetic Function from the Perspective of
Sinological "Representation” Theory

XU Bao-feng
( College of Humanities, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China )

Abstract: The sinologist understanding of the Confucian poetic function is connected with the "representation"theory. Both
the acceptance and adaptation of the western "representation'theory by James Liu and the understanding of the philosophical
differences between eastern and western literary theories by sinologists like Eugene Ouyang displayed their understanding of the
Confucian poetic function. While analyzing the reflections and expression of Chinese poetry, they overtly or covertly embody an
idea of the "representation"which originated from the western poetics.

Key words: Sinology; representation; Confucius; poetic function
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